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DR. WASHINGTON EXFPLAINS

Tolla About The Semi-Centennial
Exposition—Laying the Founda-
tion For a Great Movement.

Mditor The PLANET: —

I have received so many Iletiers
recently regarding the proposed cel
ebration in the year 1913 of the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the {reelom
of the American Negro, that 1 deem
it wise to ask you to permit me to
use your columns in making some
raply to these letters rather than in
trying to answer each one individu-
ally.

f Attention has already been called
to the importance of some kind of
a celebration to take the form of an
expositicn or something else, Of
course, in order to have such an ex-
position, It {8 of the first importance
that it have the recognition and sup
port of the United States Gowvern-
ment as wall as that of as many
states as possible, for without the
influence and help of the central
governmeont it would hardly be pos-
sible to have an exposition lhat|
would reflect credit upon our race

THE PRESIDENT'S 1DEAS

Having all this in mind, the whoie
matter of such an exposition was
earefully put before the Presldent of
the United States, and after consid-
aring the whole subject with great
eare, manifesting the deepest inter-
est, it was thought best by Prosl-
dent Taft and others who cunsulted
with him thet in erder to secure the
confidence and sapport of the
American poople that the whole mat
ter taught to be taken u in a dig
aifled orderly way and that this
eould best be accomplished through
the appointment of a prellminary
and temporary commission by the
Presldent, authorized by Congross,
such commission to be composed of
men of such ripe and wide experd
ence and reputation that their recom-
mendations would carry welght., It
would be the purpose of such a
eommission to study carefully the
whole subject and if deemed wise to
recommend the holding of such an
exposition, to map out & general and
comprehensive scheme for same
This would prove the basls for an
appeal to Congress and Lo state
legislaturea sand philanthropic inJdi
viduals for such support as would
ereate an exposition that would com
mand the respect and confidence of
the world.

THE BILL OFFERED

Accordingly, a bill has been pre-
parad and introduced into both the
House of Representatives and the
U. 8. Benate carrying out the sug
gestion of providing for the appoint
menat of a commission President
Tart, further manifested his interest
In the proposed exposition by refer-
riag to it In the most complimentary
way in his recent message. It is

believed that the bill Introduced Into Ay g

Congress will pass early in the pres
ant session.

In order to Insure the sucecess of
the Exposition {t 18 Important that
we procecd carefully and systemati-
eally. No hasty, ill-considered plan
will command the reapect and con
fdence of the American people.

ADVISES PATIENCE

i wish to say in this same con-
nection that it ia important that
the race be patient while these plans
are maturing. In the ead it will
be found that every element of the
race will recelve proper recognition
and be given an opportunity to take
part in the exposition. So far as
the selection of individuals to take
the leadership in the matter is comn-
cerned nothing definite has been
done; only preliminary committees
have been selected with a view of
getting matters in shape to present
to the President. After the passage
of the bill now before Congress and
the appointment of the commission
by the Presidont there will be plenty
of time for all organizations denom-
inations and institutions to recelve
proper recognition and I am sure
that this will be done.

NO SHORT CUTS ADVISABLE.

Nothing can be gained, but much
lost, by any attempt to take short
cuts and by doing those things that
eall attention to little side lssues
that have no possible chance to suc-
esed. We need In this matter the
united effort of all elements of the
Tace, and the evidence, so far points
to the fact that the race Is more
united on this project than It has
ever been on any other of similar|

magnitude, and we hope that thlll

union of the masses of the le
will continue. e
I wish also to add that most

'.-;\,-uf=;' consideration, before any de-
]

iup brush fires in our rear by their

cision i reached, will be glven to
the claims of every city or locality
that Is interested in having the pro
posed  exposition locatedd in  its
midst.

Other information as progress Is
made from time to time will be
given

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.
Tuskepee 1nstitute, Ala. Dec, 21, 09

The name of Cornelius W. Me
Dougald has been announced by
Judge Whitman, recently elected
District Attormney for the county of
New York. as one of the assistants
under the fusion administration for
four years beginning January 1st.
Mr. McDougald I8 a young colored
iInwyer who has very rapidly come
to the front In New York during the
last few years, His selection by
Judge Whitman was secured through
the influence of Hon. Charles W. An
derson, Collector of Internal Reve-
nue, and other Influences of that
character

Compliments Hditorial in The Planeg

The people of Richmond are al
ways Interested in the progress of
our mnegra population. The more
generous of the whites have shown
their Interest by alding every eoffort
to lmprove the general condition of
the unegroes; the city, as a whole,
has dealt fairly with them and has
encouraged them to hrift and good
order. If the results of this policy
have b #n real and lasting the whites
have themselves to thank as well as
the negroes.

The most recent proof of what
Richmond negroes are doing s seen
in the Auditor's report, where their

property Is listed. Perhaps few citi-
ens be prepared for this show-
ing Negroes In this city returned

real estate to the value of $2.057.
517, and personal property In the
sum of $473,465. As an evidence of
good business abllity and frugal,
careful saving, this record deserves
the commendation of the entire city

In rejoicing over these figures,
one of the colored papers of the clty
takes o slon to point out the moral
to Its readers It says

“While the Indus.rlous, well-be-
haved, good-meaning colored people
are Improving their Anancial condi-
tion and indirectly adding to the ma-
terial wealth of t
which they live
utable eco

communities In

lnwless, disrep

1 people are bullding

outrageous conduoct, and this will
tend tp destroy much of the product

of honest toil, For this reason, we!

should study out some method to
curb and control the wild, dissolute
colored elements, which cause us so
much concern and n« 1 of annoy-
ance. We cannot rely entirely upon
the police power of the respective
communities in which we live to do
it We must do much of the work
gurselvea, and our organizations owe
themselves and to the race
and to the government to make an
honest persistent effort to reform
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!

and reclaim the mass of poverty and
crime which causes the Assoclated
Press dispatches to teem with ths
disreputable actions of many of our
people who might be restrained and
taught better.”

This is good, sound sense that
must appeal to every right-thinking
man In the city. he negroes, as a
whole, shonld not properly be
judged by the conduct of the worst
element; but, as a matter of fact,
they are often so judged. If this
condition of affairs {8 ever to be
corrected, it must be through the
action of the negroes themselves in
frowming upon the criminal and un-
worthy elements in their midst 1

The city will be glad to see the
better class of negroea moving in!
this direction, and will cheerfully|
bear witness to the progress they |
have already made. Ten years ago |
it was practically Impossible to se-
cure evidence against a negro from
those of his own race. At that time
& negro might be hidden with friends|
in Jackson Ward and could almost
langh at the police. Today there
are many negroes who wonld unhes-
itatingly expose such a eriminal and
there are others—many of them—
who would not be party to conceal-
ing them.

This of itself shows an upward
movement and indicates how the
better men among the negroes are
striving to gain the confldence many
of them deserve. — Richmond, Va.,
Times-Dispatch, Dec. 25, 1009.

Mr. E. W. R. Glenn, now of Gor-
donsville, called on us this week.

Everybody {3 already smiling at
Acca Temple's venture and they say
that they are going to see this two
ring circus played to a finish.
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HURLEY MURDERER | JOHNSON'S TITLE YEAR OLD
Ll i ——————— IS LYNCHED BY MoOB
——— l Champion  PPoagilist Celebrates His
S_{’\ I S 1909 ro lc\/lo 8 Hvury PPennington Hanged and Dody Victory Over Burns,

The O!d Person—I| wish you all | about sixty-five pounds, and carry

kinds of progperity during your term around one of thoaie glass thingum
of office, bub, but | want to warn you | bobs they have in the kitchen to time
this year's job Is a fast life. In just | the egg boiling.
12 months or in about 8,760 hours, you | And some will be sorry, others glad,
will be wearing a leng gray beard, | that you are then ready to be succeed-
spectacles on your nose, a sevendol | ed by another fat little infant labeled
lar black suit badly wrinkled, weigh | “1911."

SENTIMENT E)

~ - -
—— Here's to the year ) /il
that's swa’; \‘J i
We'll drink it in strong _ {!
and in sma”, /(7 18}
And to each bonnie lassie " 7y
that we dearly lo'ed e
In the days o’ the yearthat's R S
awa' | &
Ring out, wild bells, to the b },_e_-‘/
"I-EJ sky, ( / -f s
The flying cloud, the frosty i
night; il

~ g 1
The year is dying in the night; N f
Ring out wild bells and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring happy bells, across the snow;
The year is going, let him go,
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

To th;r()-ld Year

Laughter and kisses here’s the end.
A wiser end could scarcely be,
You were our lover and our friend, Old
Year,
And so the world and we,
Throw smiles and kisses as you wend
your way,
And speed you merrily.
-A. E. Gordos,

To the Ladies
Lift your goblets high in the air
And drink to the health of the ladies
tair,
For this night won't come lor another
year,
May we live antil then without shed.
ding a tear.
~—Original Toast by Mrs. Annie L.
M. Breen, Granby, Mass,
~—National! Food Magezine.
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The lynching in Buchanan rounty
of Henry Pennl m 8 the first af-
fair of the kind Juring the adminis

i
] FIRST IN FOUR YEARS
|

more than four vears the State has

this sort

exceedingly slow and unsatisfactory
Not even the news of Pennlngton’'s
erime had reached Governor Swan-
son until he was apprised last night
of the lynching. Even had the Buch-
anan sheriff anticipated trouble and
had been able to communicate im
mediately after the erime with the
executive, no militia could have
reached the scene in time to pre-
vent the trouble. There {8 now no
militia company west of Lynchburg,
and two or three days would slapse
before any soldlers could reach the
mountain fastnesses of the Ken-
tucky border.

Mr. George L. Coleman, of Ran-
dolph, and Alexander Miles and An-

drew Logan, of Manchester, Va.,
called on us.

tration of Governor Swanson. For!
been free from any lawlessness of

Buchanan coghty has no ruilrna-:.'
and mall and telephone gervice ls

0, Dec. 26 Jack Johnson

champlon of

the world, today celebrated the Arst
ann rsary of his acceszlon lo the
title by a house-warming in the
home he has presented to his mother
One vear ago today Johneon knock
1 out T in the four-
teenth round of champlonship
fn at Rusheutter's Bay, near Syd-
ney, N. 8§ W, and won the world’s
titl
Talk of his coming fizghl with
1. Jefiries was postponed by
{ champion untll he had ecarved
d tokl about s fallure
ey after his fight with

how he made hia cham-
linner on a suckling pig

ter the dinner Johnson sald he
that the forthcoming
fieht with Jeffries would be staged
nt ancisco, instead of Salt
Laike City, and announced that he
vould piteh his training camp at
Ocean View, just outside of San
vhngon also announced
Smith, a Paclfic
velght, would be one of

cortair t}

san Fra

J training partners

Formaer Chsmpl James J. Car-
hett who |Is heduled to be one of
JoefMries’ ning partners, was {n
Chicago today He predleted that
Jefri would have little trouble In

galning the heavywelght title

Tickets For The Winter Circas.

The management has given admi
rable loeation nd fine seats to the
olored e for the grand clreus
hig drome #t the Horse Show
fing Tickets ars 0 cents and

ont nd they may be obtalined

Lt he M i " Savings Bank, 511
'hird S I'he True Reform
©“rs Ban ¥ i N SHecond Street
: Ll i 1 Suv B » 112
i Broad Street rhompso Phar
nary, St. James and Duval Streets
Boxes and reserved seats for any
night ean be secured In advance by

applylpg t any of these places.

Southern Law and Collection Bureau,
Sick, Accident, Life and Fire 1In-

surance claims o speclaley,. It costs
you nothing if we don't collect
your money. We can obtain
loan on  your property at very
small cost, It will pay you to call
and see us, 1112 E, Main Street,
(Room 13), Richmond, Va.

The Old Folk's Home Sold

e HRichmond Va Times-Dis-
wteld 8 the authority for the state
ent t} t! Grand Fountain, U

Heformers, through Its offi-

3 18 =0ld the Old Folks' Home
roperty at W ! SL1, 000
ir. John La ¢ e genting a
nd I white mer the pur-

FHE SOUTHERN SECRET SERVICH
Company. Ml business  strictly
confidential. Representatives want-
ed in every city and country in
the Saouth, Liberal fees to good
men., (flice: 1112 E. Main Street,
(Room 13), Richmond, Va.

Mr. John Adams, of Danville, Va
was in the city this week

Mr. W. G. Fenderson, of Keokee
Va was in the city this week, and
called on us

Of course you will be happy anad
80 wlilll the girl that you take to
the Horse Show bullding next weex

Mr. Ervin Passes Away.

Whereas it has pleased Almighty
God in His wise providence to re-
move from our midst our brother
Sir P. C. C. Paul Ervin, of Amer-
iea Lodge, No. 98, Knights of Pyth-
ina, we bow In humble submission
to the will of God who doeth all
things well

Resolved, that the lodge desires
to place on record their high ap-
preciation of the many obligations
of mind and heart which en-
deared Brother Ervin to all with
whom he came In contact.

Recond, that these resolutions be
spread on our minutes.

GRANVILLE WALLACE,
ISHAM NORRELL,
JOSEPH CHARITY, Chair.

Committes.
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